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World Trade Organization Mlnlatertal 

Th• message below has bttn approved by the Mayor's office for citywide broadcaaL 

Please lhare this email with your co-workers who may not have Immediate access to emaU. Thanks. 

October 12, 1999 

Dear City of Seattle Employees: 

lu you know, Seattl., will soon host the third Wortd Trade Organlz.aUon Ministerial, which will bring to 
Seattle delegations from more than 160 countries, up to 2000 pre11 repre1entaliv11, and members of 
Interest groups (called non.governmental organlzallon1) from around the wor1d. 

The Wortd Trade Organlz.aUon (WTO) Is a United Nations type organization that facllltate1 trade 
negotlaUon1 among Ill members. Launched 11 the •seattle Round: these talks could lnftuenc:e how trade 
throughout the wortd will be conducted for years to come. However, the conference wlU focus on 
dl1cu11lon1 and few decl1lon1 will actually be rn11de during this round of talks. Ministerial activities will 
begin on Monday, November 29, and end by Friday, Dec:embel' 3. Some of the 6,000 partlclpanll may 
begin antvlng the week before the Mlnl1terial begins. 

WhUe 111 the media 9buu• Is tending to whip up worst-case scenarios about the WTO, this event Is a 
momentous, exciting analr for Seattle. It speaks to the growing stature of Seattle's place on the wortd 
stage, and shows impre11lve confidence In our abl lty to HNe u gracious and competent hosts for 
lntamatlonal dialogues. 

The City cf Seattle hu been preparing for the event for some lime now, end I wl be providing you with 
updates and lnformaUon to help make all our llvea go smoothly throughout the conference. We are doing 
everything we can to mitigate any Inconveniences or disruptions to citizens, retalera, employers and 
employees, ahoppen, visitors, and homefess lndlvlGuats In our city. 

By November 1, City departments will receive lnfonnatlon packall to help you answer questions that 
re11denll and employees alike may hive about access to downtown and City services. By the end of this 
week, we will post a web site called Gateway to Seattle (hltD:f/c!tyof11attle.ne11wtoD, which we will be 
adding to and updating continuously. The web site will provide Information for getting around downtown 
and promote news features to the 2,000 or more joumallsll who will be explortng our city for stories to 
send back home. 

The web site will promote our City'• best practices and programs, things like Seattle'11 environmental 
Innovations, our cultural diversity and neighborhood efforts IUCb 81 P-Patch, our International programs 
Including our eward·winnlng Sister Cities program, our stand for human rights and against discrimination, 
and other Important efforts. Miiiions of people will learn about us and we wlll leam about them through the 
many crlUcal l11uea being debated and reported on right In our midst. 

Also In November, the City will have a hotline up and running to give residents, commuters, holiday 
shoppers, and visitors regularly updated Information on transportation, altemative routes and parking, and 
any other Information that will make travel to and from downtown easier. Downtown holiday festlviUe1 will 
be In fun swing and acce111ble to all. 

As It has been reported, the AFL-CIO and Ila allies are organizing a rally and march during the WTO 
Ministerial opening 1111ion on Tuesday, November 30th. This march will cause traffic problems in the 
area between the Seattle Center and the Convention Center. This Is expected to be the worst day for 
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downtown traffic, especially in the area north of the Convention Center. We will have more Information 
about this In the near future. 

There has been a lot of talk about protests and demon1tration1. SealUe has a long history ol level·headed 
citizen expre11lon and demon1tration1. ~ the City dk:I prior to the APEC conference, we have been 
meeting earty and often with protesting organlzatlon1 to support their right to free speech and help them 
organize their demonstration• In a peaceful and effective manner. We encourage employees to let people 
they know whO are planning to partlcipate In protests to contact Virginia Swanson, Sealtle Parks 
Department (206-684-8017), for Information about permits and prota1t areas. 

In addition to protests, you've probably he.-d a lot of talk about security. Provk:llng security for the Seattle 
Round is a regional effort led by the SeatUe Police Department (SPO), which Is one of the most 
experienced and respected departments In the country when It comes to managing an event of thl1 scale. 
SPO la working In cooperation with local, state, and federal jurisdictions to ensure everyone's safety. SPD 
will provide escorts for heads of state. We anticipate that President Cllnton and Vice President Gore will 
attend some portion of the WTO, but have no confirmation from any other head of state. We expect 
everything to flow peacefully during the event. but we ere fully prepared to respond to emerging situations 
If need be. 

As the host dty for the WTO, I believe It Is not the City of Seattle's role to stake out pos11Jon1 on the very 
complex trade Issues that are likely to be discussed during the SealUe Round of negotiations. Our role as 
host II to provide a welcoming, ufe, and organized venue for dialogue to take place. I hop• you will greet 
our guests with Interest and openne11 during their stay here. 

I want to encourage you to go a step further after reading this letter and find out more about the WTO and 
global trade. For those of you who are parents, expect your kids to be asking questions! Theyil be 
learning about WTO through special cunlcula and discussion of news coverage In school. Here's a 
factoid you can Impress them with: 1 out of tvtfY 3 jobs In our region 11 llnkad to trade. Now chaUenge 
your klds to go out and find out why that la. In October and November, you'D have Iha chance to attend 
senmars, town hall mee11nQ1, and other events throughout Iha Puget Sound Area. You can find out more 
about these events on the Internet at www.wto11atUe om or by contacting the Seattle Public Llbnlry. The 
library also has compiled an extensive bibliography on the Issues. 

I will stay In touch and keep you posted. 

Very truly yours, 

Paul Schell 
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